March 27th, 2000

Hi Gavin

Again, thanks for your ‘phone call on Saturday. It was nice to hear from you. I guess it will be a while before you can get into another fight with that cast on your arm for several weeks. 

Got a call from Leonie on Sunday morning as I was cleaning the flat. She is off to Arizona with her boyfriend in a few days for a 20-mile hike in the desert. When she first told me about it, I searched the Internet and soon found loads of stuff about hiking in Arizona and others places, if I had wanted it. The Web is certainly a good place for information, though sometimes there is too much and it takes a lot of time to locate what you specifically want. 

Well, the HK Rugby 7’s finished yesterday with a victory for NZ over Fiji in the finals by 31 to 5. It was quite a stunning victory with one try being the finest seen there for many years (probably since the try started by Christian Cullen from behind his own goal-line when he out-stepped 5 Fijian players to break free and make a pass leading to a try). The games on Sunday were broadcast on ATV and there was almost a full house at the stadium, with Nadine being one of them! Frankly, I didn’t think NZ could win based on the performances of the two teams in the quarter-finals and semi-finals. Fiji racked up 102 points in these two games. NZ, with only mediocre performances against Argentina then Australia, scored much less. So the final was really amazing. Fiji scored first after only 13 seconds and I guess most people thought that was the beginning of the end. But from then on it was one-way traffic. Except for the captain Eric Rush, all the players were new (I think). Nadine bought a little football – with arms and legs – and got the autographs of all the NZ players. On Saturday she collected three of those little footballs they throw into the spectators and got autographs on those too. She also wore her All Black T-shirt which made it easier. The HK 7’s is only one of 10 games now in a World sevens series; two more to go, one in Tokyo and the last in Paris. 

Saw a programme on TV last night about Gurhkas in the British Army. In this year’s recruitment exercise only 230 out of thousands were selected. And they are then in for 14 years!

Didn’t realise until I heard it on the news that the other day was the first anniversary of the start of the bombing in Kosovo.

Looked up the book you sent about the Marines and Belleau Wood. Also looked up a map of WWI to find out where it was. It is, I guess, about 60 miles ENE of Paris, about half way between Paris and Verdun. Can you remember we visited Verdun – a large forested area with large cemeteries and; and we also looked through a museum?

Another WWII bomb found in HK. A 250 pounder next to the Queen Mary Hospital. About 400 patients evacuated along with 600 university students from a nearby hostel. The bomb was exploded safely. Heard that many of these bombs were for the port areas but that navigation was often difficult because of cloud so bombs ended up in other areas. 

Nadine took part in her class play on 3 nights last week. The play was called ‘Anansi’ which is the name of a spider. She was the first of 4 people that took the part. She did the first quarter, then she was someone else. The story was about people on a slave ship from Africa to America and related to a spider they saw in the hold. The second half of the night was a Year 11 play. 

My legs were still feeling a bit sore from last week so I didn’t go for a fast run on Saturday. In fact most of it was a walk. Nice weather – perhaps the last of the nice weather for the year!

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. Take care.

Cheers

Dad
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